JOHN   COLET
in these four evils, that is to say, in devilish pride, in
carnal concupiscence, in worldly covetousness, in secular
business."
Of pride, he said:
" How much greediness and appetite of honour and
dignity is nowadays in men of the Church? How
run they, yea almost out of breath, from one benefice to
another, from the less to the more, from the lower to
the higher? "
Of" carnal concupiscence ":
"Hath not this vice so grown and waxen in the
Church . . . that there is nothing looked for more
diligently in this most busy time of the most part of
priests than that that doth delight and please the senses?
They give themselves to feasts and banqueting; they
spend themselves in vain babbling; they give them-
selves to sports and plays; they apply themselves to
hunting and hawking; they drown themselves in the
delights of this world."
Of " covetousness ":
" This abominable pestilence hath so entered in the
mind almost of all priests, and so hath blinded the eyes
of the mind that we are blinded to all things but only to
those which seem to bring us some gains. For what
other thing seek we nowadays in the Church than fat
benefices and high promotions? "
Of " secular business ":
"Therein priests and bishops nowadays do busy
themselves, the servants rather of men than of God: the
warriors rather of this world than of Christ."
He proceeded to turn the tables upon the heresy-hunters
by declaring that no heresy was so pestilential ^ and per-
nicious to the people as the vicious and depraved lives of the
clergy, quoting St. Bernard, who considered perverse living
a greater and more dangerous heresy than perverse doctrine.
In treating of "Reformation," he demanded no new
measures but the enforcement of existing" laws. His attack